
   
 

For Immediate Release                                    Thursday, November 15, 2018 
 

The 2018 Maggies 
Announcing The Winners of  

The Fifth Annual Hamilton Independent Media Awards 
 

The winners of The 2018 Maggies, named in honour of independent journalist Margaret “Maggie” 

Hughes, were announced at the Central Hamilton Public Library at 55 York Boulevard, Hamilton, 

Ontario on Thursday, November 15, 2018. The Best Journalists and Media Outlet winners, who were 

chosen by online voting, received a commemorative plaque and a monetary award to further 

support their work. For the first time in The Maggies’ five year history all of the Best Journalist winners 

were women. Another first for The Maggies this year - two of the winners this year were women of 

colour. Thank you to our nominators and voters for helping us to break barriers this year! 

 

FIFTH ANNUAL HAMILTON INDEPENDENT MEDIA AWARDS WINNERS:  

 

BEST JOURNALIST – ARTS & CULTURE 

Winner: Razan Samara (The Silhouette) 

Bio: Razan Samara is in her third year of life science studies (probably for life). You can find her hitting 

the books and working at the hospital to complete her mental health minor, but most of the time 

she’s in the Sil’s dungeon office managing the Arts & Culture section as editor. She’s fond of 

Hamilton’s many galleries, enjoys meaningful talks with chefs at the Farmer’s Market and uses writing 

to connect with the world around her. Razan Samara is the backbone of Arts and Culture in student 

journalism in Hamilton. In her 2017-2018 time as Arts and Culture Staff Reporter she has covered the 

local arts scene, from galleries, immigrant cultural groups, restaurants, local landmark history and 

more. She is the full package that any publication strives to have. She is a considerate and articulate 

writer, a beautiful photographer, and a deep love for the city of Hamilton. 

 

BEST JOURNALIST – ENVIRONMENT 

Winner: Emily O’Rourke (The Silhouette) 

Bio: Emily O’Rourke is a recent Communication studies graduate from McMaster University. As the 

Editor-in-Chief of the McMaster Silhouette, Emily oversees the quality of the newspaper’s content. Her 

work revolves around architecture, social issues, arts and culture, and environmental sustainability 

matters within the Hamilton area. Emily has been a huge part of the Silhouette for the past two years. 

Her keen focus on responses to climate change with respect to affordability makes her someone to 

look out for when it comes to environmental journalism. 



BEST JOURNALIST – POLITICS 

Winner: Laura Cattari (Raise The Hammer) 

Bio: Laura Cattari writes on government policy decisions in the areas of income security, social 

benefits and affordable housing. She was a member of the province’s income security working group 

co-authoring the most progressive vision for Ontario in a generation, Income Security: A Roadmap for 

Change. Cattari serves as Board President of Canada Without Poverty; its goal the relief of poverty 

through the realization of human rights.  Currently, she’s employed as Campaign Co-ordinator for 

Hamilton Roundtable for Poverty Reduction, where she was formerly Chair of its Social Assistance 

Reform Work Group. Laura also sits on the board of the Hamilton Community Foundation. 

 

BEST JOURNALIST – SOCIAL JUSTICE & HUMAN RIGHTS 

Winner: Karen Burson (Raise The Hammer) 

Bio: Karen Burson is an award-winning chef/caterer, event and conference planner, food writer, and 

cooking demonstrator on radio and television. She was a board member for The Sky Dragon 

Community Development Cooperativem, lead facilitator for Hamilton’s Ward 2 Participatory 

Budgeting Process, environmental representative on City of Hamilton’s Community Food Security 

Stakeholder Committee, and co-founder  of the Good Food Box Network. She currently is the owner 

of Henry Brown’s Small Batch Ice Cream. 

 

BEST JOURNALIST – THE NEXT GENERATION  

Winner: Cassidy Bereskin (The Silhouette) 

Bio: In her first year of undergrad, Cassidy Bereskin, a Political Science student at McMaster, became 

one of the youngest students ever to become a paid News Reporter for The Silhouette. This year, she 

is serving as The Silhouette's News Editor. In addition, Cassidy is a co-founder of Model City Hall 

Hamilton and has been featured in CBC News and The Hamilton Spectator for her non-profit work. 

 

BEST MEDIA OUTLET 

Winner: The Silhouette 

Bio: Founded in 1930, the Silhouette is McMaster University’s student-run newspaper. It operates as a 

service of the McMaster Students Union.  Located in Hamilton, Ont., The Sil publishes weekly from 

September to March with a circulation of 8,000. 

 

SPECIAL THANKS: Musical Guests Pamela Blackwood-Marques, Margaret Holmes, Joseph Arevalo, 

and Babbage Industries; our awards show co-hosts; our awards show volunteers; our awards show 

presenters; our community table organizers; the Mohawk College students and staff who ran our live 

stream broadcast; and Hamilton Public Library and Shaolin Underground staff.  
 

2018 MAGGIE AWARDS SPONSORS: Hamilton Community Foundation, Hamilton Public Library, 

Hamilton-Wentworth Elementary Teachers’ Local (ETFO), Mattson & Co., Mohawk College, Ontario 

Public Sector Employee Union Local 240, Sealed Art, Shaolin Underground and Skydragon 

Community Development Co-Operative.  
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Website: https://themaggies.weebly.com       

E-Mail: maggieawards@mail.com       

 

Twitter: @TheHIMAs   

Facebook: @TheHIMAs 

Instagram: @thehimas 

YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCLGWugR13o3sQC2CzvLPNoA 


