
   
 

For Immediate Release                                                          Friday, November 10, 2017 
 

CORRECTION NOTICE 
 Fourth Annual Hamilton Independent Media Awards  

The 2017 Maggies 
 

In a press release dated Wednesday, November 8, 2017 The Hamilton Independent Media Awards 

stated the following regarding Special Recognition Award Honorees David Ritchie and Jeremy Cohn: 
 

Journalists David Ritchie and Jeremy Cohn were arrested by Hamilton Police Services in May 2017 while 

attempting to report on a motor vehicle fatality in Waterdown, Ontario which involved a 10 year old girl. 

Ritchie’s camera equipment was seized by police. Ritchie was then tackled by officers and forcibly removed 

from the scene. Ritchie was charged with obstructing a peace officer and resisting arrest. Cohn arrived shortly 

thereafter and was handcuffed by police and detained for over an hour and a half without being charged. 

Ritchie continues to fight his charges in court. 
 

David Ritchie no longer continues to fight his charges in court. Ritchie’s charges of resisting arrest and 

obstructing a peace officer were dropped by The Crown on Tuesday, October 17, 2017. Ritchie 

reached an agreement with The Crown to do 10 hours of community services, donate $250, and 

keep the peace for a year. Ritchie has since completed his community service hours and he made a 

donation of $250 to McMaster Children’s Hospital. Ritchie accepted responsibility for the offence of 

obstructing a peace officer, but he did not enter a plea, and The Crown didn't pursue the charges. 

As a result of The Crown’s decision Ritchie was found not guilty and has no criminal record. 
 

The Hamilton Independent Media Awards apologizes for the error. We are pleased that David 

Ritchie’s charges were dropped. Duncan Pike, Co-Director of Canadian Journalists for Free 

Expression (CJFE), will be presenting Ritchie and Cohn with their Special Recognition Awards at The 

2017 Maggies on November 15, 2017 at 6pm at the Central Hamilton Public Library. CJFE is calling for 

the Office of the Independent Police Review Directorate and the Ontario Civilian Police 

Commissionto to further investigate the incident that took place in May 2017 between Ritchie, Cohn 

and Hamilton Police Services. 
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